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MISSION STATEMENT: Love God, Love Neighbor
VISION STATEMENT: Showing our love of God and neighbor, we will work to double the
number of members that are serving as well as those that are being served from 2018 to
2021.

 As we enter into a sacred time and space, a friendly reminder to please set your cell
phone to vibrate.

 We want to welcome all of our guests today and thank you for worshiping with
us. If you have any questions or would like more information regarding our
services, programs, day care, or preschool programs at St. Paul, please visit
our Welcome Center in the narthex immediately following our service, and an
attendant will be more than happy to assist you. If this is your first time at St.
Paul, we hope you will take a gift along with you. We also have a gift bag for
children.
*

This symbol indicates that the congregation is invited to stand physically or in spirit.

INTRODUCTION
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they
were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of
faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges
us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our

individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual
worship through word and deed.
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.
P

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin, first privately then together publicly.

Silence for reflection and private confession of personal sins, then join in with combined voices
this printed confession.
P Most merciful God,
C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
P

Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through
☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
* HYMN
ELW - #652 “Built on a Rock”
1. Built on a rock the church shall stand, even when steeples are falling;
crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, bells still are chiming and calling ---calling the young and old to rest, calling the souls of those distressed,
longing for life everlasting.

2. Surely, in temples made with hands God the Most High is not dwelling ---high in the heav'ns his temple stands, all earthly temples excelling.
Yet God who dwells in heav'n above deigns to abide with us in love,
making our bodies his temple.

3. Christ builds a house of living stones: we are his own habitation;
he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, granting us life and salvation.
Where two or three will seek his face, he in their midst will show his grace,
blessings upon them bestowing.
4. Yet in this house, an earthly frame, Jesus the children is blessing;
hither we come to praise his name, faith in our Savior confessing.
Jesus to us his Spirit sent, making with us his covenant,
granting his children the kingdom.

garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my
deliverance will never be ended.
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM:
Psalm 138
A The Psalm today is Psalm 138. We will read the Psalm responsively. The congregation will
please respond by reading the words in bold print.
1I

will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise.
will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above
all things.
3When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of
your mouth.
5They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD.
6The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar.
7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the
fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me.
8You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.
2I

5. Through all the passing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word, who here this promise is bringing:
“I know my own, my own know me; you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace I leave with you. Amen.”
CCLI Song #105571

Words: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig; tr. Carl Doving Music: Ludvig Mathias Lindeman
©Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License #1729377

* GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
C And also with you.
* PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
FIRST READING:
Isaiah 51:1-6
A Our first reading is from Isaiah, chapter 51, verses 1-6.
Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God
offers comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.
The reading begins:
to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. 2Look to Abraham your
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and
made him many. 3For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will
make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be
found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to
me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 5I will
bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and
look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a
1Listen

SECOND READING:
Romans 12:1-8
A Our second reading is from Romans, chapter 12, verses 1-8.
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by
the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians,
but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.
The reading begins:
1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable and perfect. 3For by the grace
given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same
function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. 6We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to
faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

A Please stand as you are able for the gospel.
*

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

*

HYMN

ELW - #576 “We All Are One in Mission”
{sing to tune ELW - #654 “The Church's One Foundation”}

(Sung)
1. We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know Christ's love.
2. We all are called for service, to witness in God's name.
Our ministries are diff'rent; our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others with God's surprising grace,
so ev'ry folk and nation may feel God's warm embrace.

* GOSPEL:
Matthew 16:13-20
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son
of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very
gates of Hades.
P
C

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter 16, verses 13-20.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others
Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples
not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

3. Now let us be united, and let our song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God's redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
“We All Are One in Mission” – CCLI Song #2024471 Text: Rusty Edwards
Text: ©1986 Hope Publishing Company CCLI License #1729377
“The Church's One Foundation” – CCLI Song #55377 Music: Samuel Sebastian Wesley
Music: © Public Domain CCLI License #1729377

* APOSTLES' CREED
A With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
(The congregation may be seated during the prayers.)
A

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and
all who are in need.

A brief silence.
A Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the
living God. Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at
home and throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.

A
C
A
C
A
C
A

C
A

C
A

You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ. May we
recognize in ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building
up of the church for the sake of the world. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for the family and friends of Eddie Ruth Hanks who passed away this past week.
Be with them and comfort them during this difficult time. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks and praise for the birth of Willow Mae Ross to T.J. and Megan Ross and
Felicity Jade Kanz to Luke and Kelly Kanz. Bless their families as they begin new lives
together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for those in need of healing and whose needs are diverse and known to you
including:
Calvin Roensch; Verline Schroeter; David Runk; Jack Frost; Dylon Neisner; Mark Lighthill;
Elsie Ashorn; those on our Prayer Team's list; and those we name in our hearts before you
(Pause). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray those battling cancer including:
Charlie Hanks; Tim Dahlstrom; Gracie Brune; Margaret Rogers; Leonard Kahlden; Curtis
Wallin; Harvey Skow; Megan Burch; Jennifer Aleman; Lisa Grazier; Phyllis Behrend; Bill
Stolle; Jamie Stokes; Jessica Mauchlen; Larry Guthrie; Donna Tiner; Libby Divin; Tina
Barten; Anthony Baumbach; Bill Brayton; Cindy Masek; Noël Paden; Weston Swoboda;
Denver Meyer; Diane Brooks; Bob Loy; Joe Hluchanek; Devon Tiffin; Stanley King; Monty
Gillett; Dawn Foster; Amber Smith; Edward Halcolm; Alison Randazzo; Amber Kutach; Louis
Camacho; Melvin Schobel; Janet Greene; Karen Teal; Sabrina Galindo; Debbie Grimes;
Horst Traub; Margie Fisk; Preston Carter; Penny Miller; Carl Hahn; James Stock; Megan
Cain; Bob Rutta; Ernest Moore; Amanda Fuchs; Cyndi Wallace; Karen Broussard; Donna
Young; Sharon Heimann; and Brenda Baker that they may know healing and comfort. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We pray for all expectant mothers and especially for:
Kimberly Grazier; April Poncik; Heather Pavlicek Frieda; Alexis Templeton; Angela Koranek;
and Kaitlan (Rester) Helton that they have healthy terms and deliveries, and if not, may they
find comfort and peace. Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A We pray for those who reside in care facilities and the homebound including:
Dolores Wessels; Alma Larmer; Doris Poppe; Bill Rodgers; Barbara McMath; Linda Munos
Rodgers; Coy Dell Schindler; R. O. (Reuben) Barten; Lavine Stancek; Mabel Krenek; Judy
Brisco; Barbara Prause; Lou Cordes; Madeline Menke; Delores Purcell; Adeline Spross;

Helen Perrard; Doris Horndt; Robert Little; Curtis Berger; Marjorie Brune; Dolores Hoelscher;
Jesse Grabow; Beatrice Zikuhr; Robert Eaton; James Booker; Deanna Lee; Don Morrison;
Adrian Fritsch; and Sylvia Marburger that they receive your caring and compassion. Lord, in
your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A We pray for all law enforcement officers, including Troy Neisner; Jacob Gorman; Marley
Mayo; Johnny Kovar; Abbigail Weido; Dustin Lattimore; Andrew Lattimore; Luke Kanz; Bruno
Flores; Jessica Dimas; Zane Weido; as well as Donnie Templeton and Jason Templeton who
are also fire fighters. For all fire fighters, first responders and 9-1-1 dispatchers, especially
Brent Gorman, Sr.; Brent Gorman, Jr.; Reid Brasher; Dusty Dittmar; John Maertz; Ron
Luedke; Randy Neuendorff; Pastor Alan Kethan; Kristi Weyand; Eric Weyand; Bradley
Berger; Jon Berger; James Chollett; Edward Thraen, Jr.; Garrett Flores; Kyle Burris; Dylan
Walcik; Brenda Henkes; Jan Willette, as well as those active duty military members including
Jeanna Willettz; Arturo Mares; Keven Rios; Michael Grahm; Brian Anderson; Landon
Cheatham; Bryan Kubena; Brad Bergfeld; Cody Jowers; Kyle Appelt; Montana Appelt;
Douglas Neuendorff; Scott Cherniss; Kameron Page; Ryan Neisner; Anthony D'Angelo;
Dalton Kapel; Kindra Dawson; and William Phillips that they are protected and kept safe.
Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
A

C
A
C

We pray for the church throughout the world. May we all proclaim the good news of your love
effectively. We ask, especially, that you would bless the ministry of our sister congregation,
Cristo Rey in Peru, all Missionaries, especially St. Paul's supported missionary, Dina
Anton de Espinoza, and our companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the
Central African Republic. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy
and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead.
Bring us with them to our heavenly home. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

* PEACE
P The peace of the risen Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
(Share the “Peace of the Lord” with your neighbors.)

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING

(We will be collecting offerings before and after worship each week. This includes Power
of One dollars.)
OFFERING and POWER OF ONE
“Power of One” is a ministry sponsored by your Stewardship Team. We are asking each and
every one of our members to give $1.00 above what your normal giving would be. We are
asking each member to place this $1.00 bill or change in the offering plate each week. The
team is also inviting all children to participate to develop the habit of giving as part of their
worship experience. Parents, a penny, nickel, dime, quarter, or dollar bill, any of these will do to
help your children develop a habit of giving. These “Power of One” dollars will be used to
support local ministries and ministries abroad. The purpose of this ministry is to demonstrate
that something as small as one dollar can be used to make a difference in the lives of others.
*

OFFERTORY

* OFFERING PRAYER
P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
(Responses Sung)

*
P

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

(Sung)

P

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
(Continuous with Individual Cups)
{Distribution will be continuous. Please come down the center aisle starting from the front.
Follow directions of the ushers, coming up one side at a time. Please keep 6 feet between those
who are not your family members. Pastor will hand you the bread. If you wish to have a glutenfree wafer, please tell Pastor “Gluten-free, please.” Afterward, you will choose either wine or
white grape juice from the individual cups in the tray – white grape juice in the center with wine
surrounding. Place the empty cups in the baskets located off to the side. Although communion
is continuous, you are welcome to kneel at the rail in prayer after receiving communion. Please
return to your seat by the side aisles.}
* BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on your goodness and have been
united by your presence among us. Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that
we may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life.
C Amen.
* BLESSING
P May the truth which makes us free, the hope that never dies, and the love which casts out
fear, visit us and redeem us, till the day-spring breaks and the shadows flee away.
C Amen.

*

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

*
P
C

LORD'S PRAYER
Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Friends of Jesus, come to the table. Receive nourishment for your journey.
C Amen.

* HYMN
ELW - #547 “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”
1. Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.
2. With praise and thanksgiving to God everliving,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face –
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.
Text: Omer Westendorf
Music: Welsh folk tune
Text ©1964 World Library Publications

* DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Live your faith.

C

Thanks be to God, and we will.

POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006327.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission.

USHERS: SAT: Kenny & JoAnn Venghaus; Emily Frank; Janeen Venghaus
SUN: Curtiss Schonenberg; Barbara Kautz; DyAnn Lauzon
LAY READERS: SAT: JoAnn Venghaus
SUN: David Johnson
ALTAR GUILD: Gloria Ilse and JoAnn Venghaus
WELCOME: Welcome to this opportunity to worship our loving and life-giving God! “Praise God
from whom all blessings flow!”
Congratulations to T.J. and Megan Ross on the birth of their daughter Willow Mae Ross.
Willow Mae was born Tuesday, August 11, 2020 at 12:13 PM. She weighed 8 lbs. 1 oz. and was
19 ¾ inches long. She is welcomed home by big brother Bame Edward.
Congratulations to Bill and Rhanda Lattimore on the birth of their seventh grandchild! Felicity
Jade Kanz was born Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at 9:58 AM to Luke and Kelly (Lattimore)
Kanz in Lubbock, Texas. Felicity Jade weighed 9 lbs. 6 oz. and was 21 inches long. She is
welcomed home by big brother Judah William. Proud great-grandparents for the eighth time are
Adrian & Virginia Fritsch.
COLLECTION OF OFFERING: Offering for the worship services is collected before and after
worship. Offering bowls are placed in the back entrance and inside the side sanctuary door for
you to place your offering in. This includes “Power of One” dollars.
Amount needed for average weekly budgeted expenses: $8,405.00
Attendance: Aug. 15 & 16, 2020 – 64
Power of One: Aug. 15 & 16, 2020 – $16.00

Contributions: Aug. 15 & 16 – $15,288.15
Campaign Fund: Aug. 15 & 16 - $300.00

Thank you to those who contributed to last week's offerings. Loving God/Loving Neighbor.
ATTENTION: Names on the prayer list in the bulletin will be printed for 2 weeks. After 2 weeks,
the names will be removed from the bulletin unless the church office has been notified to keep
them.

♦ GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS: For those who are allergic to gluten, we will have a few
gluten-free wafers available at communion. Please tell Pastor when coming forward, “Glutenfree, please.”
** NOTICE REGARDING BULLETINS: Please take your bulletin home after worship. If you do not
wish to take your bulletin home, please place it in the recycling container after worship. We will
not be reusing them for the next service. Thank you! **
► Noon Bible Study: The Noon Bible Study group that usually meets on Tuesdays will
resume meeting on Tuesday, September 8, 2020 at 12:00 PM in the church library.
SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK:
Wed., Aug. 26 –
9:00 AM – CCC Chapel
2:00 PM – Chapel Online
Thurs., Aug. 27 –
6:00 PM – Building Assessment Team
Sat., Aug. 29 –
7:00 PM – Holy Communion Worship
Next Sun., Aug. 30 –
9:00 AM – Holy Communion Worship
10:00 AM – Adult Sunday School (fellowship hall)
11:05 AM – Holy Communion Contemporary Worship
UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS
Monday, August 24, 2020
Bartholomew, Apostle
Mentioned as one of Jesus' disciples in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Bartholomew's name is
replaced in John's gospel by Nathanael, leading many to believe that the two are different names
for the same person. Little is known about his work, though some traditions place him later in
India or Armenia.
Friday, August 28, 2020
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, died 430
Augustine was one of the greatest theologians of the Western church. A native of North Africa,
he recovered from a debauched young adulthood through the influence of his mother, Monica,
and Bishop Ambrose of Milan. Besides writing influential theological books, he served as bishop
of Hippo, in present-day Algeria.
Friday, August 28, 2020
Moses the Black, monk, martyr, died around 400
Converted from life as a thief and a robber to Christianity, Moses was an Ethiopian who became
a desert monk at Skete. The change in his heart and life had a profound impact on his native
country. He was murdered when Berber bandits attacked his monastery.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006327.

SERVICE OVERVIEW: CONFESSING CHRIST, FORMED IN FAITH
In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many churches gear up for a
new year of Christian education. It is a good time to be reminded of the heart of Christian
formation: conformation and transformation.

Disciples are formed over time — shaped by learning, worship, and all aspects of Christian life in
community. As it was for Peter, part of our faith formation is learning to confess Jesus as the
Messiah, not only with the right words but also through an experience of the Living God in Christ.
And along with Peter, through such formation we also discover who we are in relation to God:
After Peter “confesses” Jesus’ identity of Messiah, Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling
out his name and vocation.
Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep forming us: a confession of
sin and a confession of faith. In the first, we acknowledge who we are as sinner and saint, and in
the second, we acknowledge who God is in the mystery of the Trinity. Like Peter’s, our own
identity is revealed in those truths. And, we might say, we are continually formed by and through
them.
Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in the middle of his journey
of discipleship. Our formation too is a long process — lifelong, in fact — which begins at baptism
(or even before!) and is guided by those who travel before and with us. At this time of year, as
we explore our own formation, identity, and vocation as disciples of Jesus, Isaiah entreats us,
“Look to the rock from which you were hewn.” Envisioning Peter “the rock,” we might also
consider how our shape is a “chip off the old block” of our forebears in faith.
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION:
Today, we hear that Peter received the “keys of the kingdom.” In our baptism, we too have
received keys that open God to us and open ourselves to others. We join Peter to acclaim Jesus
as Son of God. Welcome to worship! Be opened to the word and be welcomed at the table.
Peter is usually depicted holding a set of huge keys which are the “keys of the kingdom.” Keys
and locks actually date back some six thousand years. They have been made of wood, iron,
steel, and more. It’s not just that keys and locks are meant to provide safety and security,
though. Keys provide access to something of value. These metaphorical keys Peter receives
open to us the heart of a forgiving God. We are also given the keys to the kingdom at our
baptism.
Peter makes his powerful confession, and Jesus praises him saying, “Blessed are you, Simon
son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.” This is
a reminder that faith is a gift given to humans by a loving and gracious God. Peter does not
believe because he is smart, insightful, or courageous. Peter comes to faith because God has
blessed him with this gift. It is a humbling reminder of the one who is the giver of good gifts. It is
the difference between saying, “Thank you” and saying, “I give thanks to God for you.” What gift
was given to you as a blessing by God?
Before Jesus’ death and resurrection, we hear Peter’s confession: “You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.” Jesus tells us that it is upon “this rock,” the rock of faith, that the church
will be built. Rocks provide a solid foundation. What’s interesting, and sometimes challenging
about the rock of faith, is that it changes as we change. We grow up and navigate our faith as it

matures and grows. How we understand God, faith, community, and church will change. Think
about how your faith changed since your confirmation or since you joined the church. What kind
of changes would others notice about you? What kind of changes do you see in yourself?
It is challenging to face the problems of the church and the wider society. Christ is the rock who
is our foundation, and as Christians we are the house in which God lives! Resist being
conformed to the values of this world. Instead, transform the world by the Spirit of Christ. Who do
you say Jesus is?
KID STUDY:
Even though people listened to Jesus teach and preach, and saw him heal people who were
sick, they were still confused about who Jesus really was. Some people thought he was John the
Baptist. Some people thought he was Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. One day, Jesus
asked the disciples, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered, “You are the Christ.”
Peter got it right! There are still many people who don’t know who Jesus is. They might say he
was a great teacher or that he was a great religious leader, but what they don’t know is that
Jesus is the Christ – the Son of God.
INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION:
Peter, who before was called Simon, receives from the Lord the name of Peter, because of the
strength and constancy of his faith; for with a firm and tenacious soul he clung to him of whom it
was written, “And the rock was Christ.” And this rock, that is, the Lord Savior, who gave to him
who knew him, loved him, and confessed him, the privilege of sharing his name, said that he
would be called Peter, from Petra (the rock), upon which the church is built. For only through the
faith and the love of Christ, through receiving the sacraments of Christ, through keeping the
commandments of Christ, can we come to share in the lot of the elect and to eternal life. - Bede
[Bede, in The Sunday Sermons of the Great Fathers, III, 273.]
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Next Week's Theme (Aug. 29 & 30): Get behind me Satan – Peter rebukes Jesus
Next Week's Scriptures (Aug. 29 & 30):
First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21
“God fortifies the prophet against opposition.”
Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8
“Your love is before my eyes; I have walked faithfully with you.” (Ps. 26:3)
Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21
“Live in harmony.”
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28
“The passion prediction and rebuke to Peter.”

